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Impact of Affordable Care Act and potential Impact of The American Health Care Act:  3-16-17 

Affordable Care Act (ACA) 
Costs: 

1. Average premium increases in the individual market has markedly decreased. 
a. Pre-ACA - 18.5% (2008-2010). 
b. Post-ACA - 6.7% (2015-2017). 

 
2. State Benefits: 

a. Saves $350 million/year by using federal funds to support formerly state funded 
programs. 

b. Exchange - Tax credits and cost sharing reductions at $400 million in 2016. 
c. Federal Support for Medicaid expansion (2015-2017: $2.7 billion). 

 
Coverage: 

1. Uninsured decreased from 14% prior to ACA to current 5.8%. 
2. 613,000 people added to Medicaid in the Expansion population. 
3. 160,000 enrolled in the exchange in 2016. 
4. 24,000 veterans and their spouses gained coverage. 
5. Uncompensated (charity care and bad debt in hospitals) care decreased by $1.1 billion. 
6. Greatest increases in rural and lower income parts of the state. 

 
Choice: 

1. Insurance market is stronger now than before the implementation of the ACA. 
a. The number of insurers increased from 10 in 2013 to 13 in 2017. 
b. The number of plans available increased from 131 in 2013 to 154 in 2017. 
c. The value of plans increased - more comprehensive coverage. 
 

Care: 
1. 20,000 people with Cancer have gotten care since the implementation of the ACA. 
2. 30,000 people with substance use disorder have gotten treatment. 8,000 are getting Medically 

Assisted Treatment - the most effective treatment for opioid use. 
3. 168,000 people got needed mental health services. 
4. 1,100 people got treatment for Hepatitis C in SFY216. 
5. 29,922 women got breast cancer screening in FY16. 
6. 33,268 women got cervical cancer screening in FY16. 
7. 147,000 Medicaid expansion adults received dental services in SFY16. 

 
System Improvement: 

1. The SIM grant (funded through an ACA Innovation award) helped Washington establish the 
“Healthier Washington” program - Common performance measures, pay for quality contracting, 
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engagement by every region in the state to identify health needs and assists local providers in 
better addressing behavioral health and community needs. 

2. Public Health has been enhanced at $10 million/year from the ACA Prevention fund for 
immunization, lead poisoning, cancer and tobacco prevention, disease investigation and 
surveillance and other essential services.  

3. Enabled the development of the Medicaid 1115 Demonstration waiver that supports Healthier 
WA. 

 
Employment:    

1. Added 51,000 jobs. 
 
The American Health Care Act - the Republican Alternative in Congress 
Costs: 

1. $351 million will be needed to reinstate programs that are on books but were supplanted by 
ACA. 

2. $530 million needed in 2019-2021 biennium, increasing to $1.4 B per year in 2024 and beyond 
to continue Medicaid expansion. 

3. $2.2 billion total needed in 2028 to pay for continuing Medicaid expansion and per capita cap. 
4. Cuts $90 million for services for elderly and disabled on passage (cuts 6% enhancement). 

 
Coverage: 

1. Uninsured rate would grow from current 5.8% (lowest ever) to 15% by 2020. 
2. Coverage for 600,000 Medicaid people at risk of being discontinued unless the state comes up 

with $1.4 billion (see Costs 2 above). 
3. Between 70,000 and 100,000 people in the individual market will drop coverage because of no 

mandate (20-29 age group) and affordability (50-65 age group). 
4. 24,000 Veterans and families would lose current coverage. 
5. 98,000 people in the state who get services at Planned Parenthood would lose that access to 

services and if not insured, would have difficulty affording or accessing care. 
 

Insurance Market: 
1. Individual market would be at risk of being destabilized. 
2. Older people (50-64 age group) in lower income households would see the biggest drops in 

affordability and coverage. Younger, lower income households would see a drop in coverage 
because of mandate ending and coverage being too expensive. Rural communities would be 
hard hit. 
 

Care: 
1. All of the care improvements listed above in ACA section would be reversed and the prevention 

fund would be eliminated. 
 

System Improvement:  
1. The system improvements included in the Healthier Washington will continue. The Public Health 

Fund is zeroed out. There is a likelihood that the coverage for mild to moderate mentally ill and 
care for substance use disorder would be substantially curtailed. 
 

Employment: 
1. We are at risk of losing the entire 51,000 employment bump. 
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