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Republican Health Care  
Repeal Bill—What’s at Risk?
President Trump and congressional Republicans promised that their ACA repeal plan would provide better care, cover more people and 
cost less. This plan does exactly the opposite. It punishes working families and people who desperately need health care but can’t afford 
it in order to reward those who need help the least.

•	 The bill strips affordable coverage from working people, forcing millions of people to lose 
coverage or pay significantly more for less comprehensive care.
o The bill reduces financial assistance to help lower- and moderate-income people pay their premiums. It cancels 

income-based subsidies and provides fixed amounts to everyone making up to $75,000. Many will see their 
premiums, deductibles, and other out of pocket costs increase by hundreds to thousands of dollars.

o The CBO estimates that there will be 24 million more uninsured people by 2026.

• The bill destroys the guarantee of funding in Medicaid and cuts $880 Billion from Medicaid over 
10 years. 

o There would be a hard limit on how much federal funding a state receives, regardless of how much it costs to provide care to 
those who qualify. Federal funding will be a capped amount per enrollee. States would bear the risk of higher costs of health 
care as available funds decrease over time, forcing them to cut services and eligibility for low-income individuals.

o Health care costs and risk will be passed on to states such that states will be forced to end coverage and eliminate health care 
services. 

o Medicaid closes racial gaps in access to care. Cuts will leave many African Americans and Latinx without coverage.

o Medicaid enrollees will no longer be able to access care from Planned Parenthood.

• The bill will end Medicaid expansion in 2020, effectively ending health coverage of 11 million 
expansion enrollees.

o Ending Medicaid expansion will mean lost jobs and economic activity for every state.

o Medicaid expansion is especially important in rural communities, where poverty rates are higher and there is less access to 
insurance through work.

• The bill cuts taxes of the wealthy by an estimated $592 Billion. 
o These tax cuts are paid for by taking health care in the form of Medicaid away from low-income people.

• The bill repeals the ACA’s individual mandate and instead requires people with gaps in coverage 
to pay high premiums to re-enroll. 
o Individuals will be charged 30 percent more for coverage if they go uninsured for more than two months. 

o This increases premiums for those who are already insured, puts low income people with pre-existing conditions at 
a disadvantage, and fails to attract young, healthy people to the insurance market.

o Employers would no longer be required to offer health insurance.

• Washington State cannot afford these dramatic cuts to our Medicaid program, both because of the 
enormous pressure that will be put on our state budget, and the toll on vulnerable Washingtonians’ health and economic security.
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IMPACT ON POPULATIONS
A large part of the American Health Care Act is making cuts to the federal funding of Medicaid. Currently, 17% of federal Medicaid 
spending is for seniors, 40% is for people with disabilities, and 25% is for children. 

Older Adults 
•	 The GOP repeal bill allows insurers to charge older adults premiums that are FIVE times as high as those that are charged to 

younger people. The ACA held the ratio at 3:1. 

•	 Medicaid is a lifeline for 6 million Americans seniors. Medicaid cuts will result in less funding available for older adults. Funding for 
community-based long-term services will be reduced.

People with Disabilities 

•	 Medicaid provides coverage to more than 10 million people who are disabled. Under the GOP repeal bill, Medicaid cuts will force 
states to raise premiums and cost sharing and reduce coverage and to this population.

Women 

•	 Women, on average, earn less than men earn and will be disproportionately harmed by any reductions in financial assistance to help 
them afford premiums and cost sharing. 

•	 Women will be blocked from buying private health insurance that covers abortion services if using federal credits to pay for any 
portion of their premium. 

•	 Women enrolled in Medicaid will be unable to seek care from Planned Parenthood. This includes contraceptive services and 
counseling, testing and treatment for sexually transmitted infections, and breast and cervical cancer screenings. 

Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder
•	 Nearly 30% of Medicaid expansion enrollees have a mental health or substance use disorder. Without Medicaid, they will be 

without access to critical services. 

•	 This bill undermines efforts to address our national crisis of opioid overdose deaths by leaving consumers without access to critical 
care or life-saving overdose medicine.

•	 Many people exiting the criminal justice system have untreated mental health and substance use disorders. Expanded Medicaid 
eligibility and access to treatment for these conditions helps them become and stay healthy and return to their communities and to 
the workforce. 

Working Families 

•	 By 2020, a family of four making roughly $60,000 a year will see their cost of coverage increase by $9,024. The GOP repeal 
bill eliminates financial assistance that helps low- and middle- income families cover their cost-sharing and makes major cuts to 
Medicaid funding. 

Children
•	 Roughly half of the 1.8 million enrolled in Washington Medicaid are children. Almost 60 percent of children with disabilities rely 

on Medicaid coverage for access to needed services. Higher premiums and cost sharing in the repeal bill will force families to make 
difficult decisions about accessing care.

Immigrants
•	 The GOP repeal bill strips tax credits from many lawfully-present immigrants. Immigrants in these categories will lose subsidies 

entirely. This would be a huge step backward from the current system that made health coverage available through the ACA (and 
CHIP). 
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